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English Passage 1

A Different Way to Shop
In Japan, a common way to obtain what you want is to go to a store. In the US, however,
people often make purchases informally among themselves. For example, if you want a pet or
a used car, you can probably find many classified ads in your local newspaper. The prices are
often much lower than those at stores. It is important to communicate well with the owners, as
these ads often do not have any kind of guarantees. On the bright side, the prices are often
negotiable. If you are someone who doesn't like secondhand products, or need a warranty when
you buy something, you should probably shop at a store. But if you're adventurous enough to
explore the market yourself, you might find it fun to "shop" through these ads.
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Vocabulary

purchase £ EG BATS
informally ElES RO T I
classified ads i ENLE
guarantee fE fREE

on the bright side JL—X RATIE
negotiable I ZHEDOEMAH S
secondhand BEA FED

warranty % fREE
adventurous A BERLDHD

Questions (answers provided in the appendix)

In Japan, what is a common way to purchase something?
In America, where can you find something you want to buy?
What is crucial when you deal with individual sellers?

What is the advantage of doing business with individuals?

A

What kind of people should do shopping at a store?
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English Passage 2

New York Entertainment
Broadway musicals in New York City are a popular attraction for both tourists and local New
Yorkers.
Many old and popular stories, as well as new ones, are made into musicals shows. There are
over 40 Broadway theaters in New York's Theatre District. In Japan, you have to book a theater
seat a few months in advance; but in New York, all Broadway theaters have 500 or more seats,
so it's much easier to get a ticket. Also, there are many smaller, "Off Broadway" theaters in the
Theatre District. Off Broadway shows are more intimate and often more experimental. A wide
variety of shows are performed in those theaters. Some musicals, such as "A Chorus Line" or

"Rent," both very famous in Japan, were first performed in Off Broadway theaters.
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Vocabulary

attraction AR 5IEfT5h
book ghER FHTD

in advance IJL—X A>T
district A5 X1z
intimate BEA A1
experimental 2 HITH

Questions (answers provided in the appendix)

1

2.
3.
4

What is famous in New York City?
How many theaters are there in the New York Theatre District?
How many seats do Broadway theaters usually have?

A smaller theater in the Theatre District is called what?
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English Passage 3

Hello
Hi Ellie, i

How have you been? Sorry for being out of touch for so long. I have no excuses. I'm such a I
bad friend! But here's me trying to make it up to you. I went to New York on vacation for the
first time! It's such an exciting place, Ellie, you wouldn't believe it. Being raised in the country
and all, I was surprised at how available everything is in New York. I had a really good time
just looking around, watching Broadway musicals, and eating out. Can you believe that I
gained three kilograms in five days? (I can, after all the food I ate.) But really I have nothing to
regret about this trip. Feels like I'm still in a dream. I'll tell you more about my trip when I see

you next time.

Till then, please take care.

Sam
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Vocabulary

excuse 25 S LR

be out of touch JL—X ERZTESIENT
make it up JL—X BOEHEET S
raise Ehzal ~%BTH

eat out GEIE NEBETD

regret EE ®iBI S

Questions (answers provided in the appendix)

1. Why wasn't Sam able to write to Ellie?

2. Why was Sam surprised at how convenient New York is?
3. What did Sam not do during the trip?

4. What happened to Sam?
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