Writing an Outline
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For good writing

Have a good organization.

Have a structure for writing.
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You should ride a bicycle because bicycling is an ideal form of convenient and
inexpensive transportation and because it is also an excellent form of healthful

recreation and is fun.

T b4 v ofgRicE:
You should ride a bicycle.

A. Bicycling is an ideal form of transportation.
1. Itis convenient.
2. Itis inexpensive.

B. Bicycling is an excellent form of recreation.
1. Itis healthful.
2. Itis fun.
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Lorenz Curve
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Figure 1 indicates that---
I A 75% As illustrated/ shown in Figure 1---
£ 55% The horizontal line represents:---
: The vertical line shows:--

A glance at the table above shows

Cumulative share of income %

T F A

: : that:--
BT ERRREE 504,

S0 Som 180% The diagonal line represents---

% households by income distribution The space between the line and the
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Figure 1: Measuring income inequality—the Lorenz curve
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As Table 1 shows, there were some participants in both groups who preferred writing to
speaking. Let us look at the reasons for their preference. Table 3 indicates that the writing-
oriented participants in both groups generally agreed that writing is useful when one
expresses one’s ideas in an accurate and coherent manner, since there is time to monitor

and refine one’s writing.

Table 3  Reasons for Preference of Writing over Speaking

Category Descriptions
9% for 8 NSE (Total N = 24) 9% for 11 NNSE (Total N = 33)
Accuracy 43 22
Time 27 19
Monitor Use 13 37
Security 17 22

The category security also seems to be important for some writing-oriented participants
in the two groups. One NNSE explained: “I prefer writing because I do not have to worry
about the partner’s feelings when I write.” Likewise, one NSE said straightforwardly: “I

feel insecure talking in front of people. For this reason, I love writing.”
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By and large, the two groups responded similarly as for writing. Table 3, however, shows
that the top reasons for the two groups are different. The top reason for choosing writing
among advanced language learners is monitor use, while the top reason among writing-
oriented native speakers is accuracy. On the surface, monitor use and accuracy are
interrelated; in writing, one can monitor and edit one’s English to enhance its ‘semantic’

accuracy, or accuracy in terms of conveying one’s intended meaning. This is probably the
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Unllkely 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  Likely
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